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Background and Aims: Injury to the gallbladder from blunt abdominal trauma is 

uncommon. We report a case of delayed rupture of the gallbladder following blunt 

trauma to the abdomen. 

Methods: A 79-year-old man was referred to our hospital because of the finding of 

large-volume ascites via abdominal ultrasound. The nuclear medicine scan 

demonstrated spread of the “leaked” tracer from the gallbladder to the peritoneal 

cavity.  

Results: Traumatic delayed rupture of gallbladder was diagnosed. 

Conclusions: Delayed rupture of gallbladder derived from contusion is difficult to 

diagnose. Percutaneous drainage alone may obviate the need for cholecystectomy. 


